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1, from the letter of 16 July 1944, pages 360-361
God lets himself be pushed out of the world and on to the cross. He is weak and powerless in the world, and that is precisely the way, the only way, in which he is with us and
helps us. Matthew 8:17 makes it quite clear that Christ helps us, not by virtue of his
omnipotence, but by virtue of his weakness and suffering.
Here is the decisive difference between Christianity and all religions. Man’s religiosity makes him look in his distress to the power of God in the world: God is the deus ex
machina. The Bible directs man to God’s powerlessness and suffering; only the suffering
God can help.
2, from the letter of 18 July 1944, pages 361-362
‘Christians stand by God in his hour of grieving’; that is what distinguishes Christians
from pagans. Jesus asked in Gethsemane, ‘Could you not watch with me one hour?’
This is a reversal of what the religious man expects from God. Man is summoned to
share in God’s sufferings at the hands of a godless world.
He must therefore really live in the godless world, without attempting to gloss over
or explain its ungodliness in some religious way or other. He must live a ‘secular’ life (as
one who has been freed from false religious obligations and inhibitions). To be a Christian does not mean to be religious in a particular way, to make something of oneself (a
sinner, a penitent, or a saint) on the basis of some method or other, but to to be a man
– not a type of man, but the man that Christ creates in us. It is not the religious act
that makes the Christian, but participation in the sufferings of God in the secular life.
That is metanoia : not in the first place thinking about one’s own needs, problems, sins,
and fears, but allowing oneself to be caught up into the way of Jesus Christ, in to the
messianic event, thus fulfilling Isaiah 53.
3, from the letter of 21 July 1944, page 369
During the last year or so, I’ve come to know and understand more and more the
profound this-worldliness of Christianity. The Christian is not homo religiosus, but simply a man, as Jesus was a man – in contrast, shall we say, to John the Baptist. I don’t
mean the shallow and the banal this-worldliness of the enlightened, the busy, the comfortable, or the lascivious, but the profound this-worldliness, characterized by discipline and the constant knowledge of death and resurrection. I think Luther lived a thisworldly life in this sense.
I remember a conversation that I had in America thirteen years ago with a young
French pastor. We were asking ourselves quite simply what we wanted to do with our

lives. He said that he would like to become a saint (and I think it’s quite likely that
he did become one). At the time I was very impressed, but I disagreed with him, and
said, in effect, that I should like to learn to have faith. For a long time I didn’t realize
the depth of the contrast. I thought I could acquire faith by trying to live a holy life, or
something like it. I suppose I wrote The Cost of Discipleship at the end of that path.
Today I can see the dangers of that book, though I still stand by what I wrote.
I discovered later, and I’m still discovering right up to this moment, that it is only
by living completely in this world that one learns to have faith. One must completely
abandon any attempt to make something of oneself, whether it be a saint, or a converted sinner, or a churchman (a so-called priestly type!), a righteous man or an unrighteous one, a sick man or a healthy one. By this-worldliness I mean living unreservedly
in life’s duties, problems, successes and failures, experiences and perplexities. In so doing we throw ourselves completely into the arms of God, taking seriously nor our own
sufferings, but those of God in the world – watching with Christ in Gethsemane. That,
I think, is faith; that is metanoia ; and that is how one becomes a man and a Christian
(cf. Jeremiah 45!). How can success make us arrogant, or failure lead us astray, when we
share in God’s suffering through a life of this kind?
4, from the letter of 21 August 1944, page 391
It is certain that we may always live close to God and in the light of his presence, and
that such living is an entirely new life for us; that nothing is then impossible for us, because all things are possible with God; that no earthly power can touch us without his
will, and that danger and distress can only drive us closer to him. It is certain that we
can claim nothing for ourselves, and may yet pray for everything; is is certain that our
joy is hidden in suffering, and our life in death; it is certain that in all of this we are in a
fellowship that sustains us.
5, from the letter of 23 August 1944, page 393
You must never doubt that I am traveling with gratitude along the road where I’m being
led. My past life is brim-full of God’s goodness, and my sins are covered by the forgiving
love of Christ crucified. I’m most thankful for the people I have met, and only hope that
they will never have to grieve about me, but that they, too, will always be certain of,
and thankful for, God’s mercy and forgiveness.

